
P R E S S  R E L E A S E 

JUSTICE – ACCESS DENIED Campaign Launched

Leading organisations in the advice field have joined forces to oppose civil legal aid reforms due for implementation later this year. The Access to Justice Alliance (AJA) is to spearhead a major campaign to show that the government’s proposals threaten a real reduction in public access to justice. 

The campaign JUSTICE – ACCESS DENIED brings together key advice and voluntary sector organisations. They fear that the Carter Report reforms will mean fewer people will be given legal advice, and that it will impact especially on those with complex needs. 

The support of the advice sector is central to successful implementation of the reforms. The campaign asks the government to step back and reconsider these proposals, especially the new funding system of fixed fees.  

The campaign is adopting the ‘No Entry’ sign as a logo (see attached) to underpin its themes, showing how access to justice will be denied. Action being planned includes:

· Pressure in parliament for review of Carter reforms

· Media briefings using case examples from clients 

· A petition to go to the Government

A week of action is also planned for the week beginning 14th May. There will be campaign launch meeting that week and AJA supporters will demonstrate outside County Courts and tribunal offices using placards with the no entry sign logo.

“The purpose of the week of action is to raise public awareness of the potential impact the Government’s reforms will have on access to justice. Everyone concerned about these services should support the campaign and contact AJA members to take part,” says Alison Hannah, the Chair of AJA.

Press contact Michael MacNeil:  mmacneil@lag.org.uk
Telephone: 020 7833 7435 (direct line)

NOTES TO EDITOR

1. Members of the Access to Justice Alliance include:

Advice UK



Citizens Advice 


Legal Aid Practitioners’ Group

Advice Services Alliance

Citizenship Foundation

Liberty


Age Concern (England)

Discrimination Law Association 
One Parent Families

Action against Medical Accidents
Haldane Society


Public Law Project


Bail for Immigration Detainees 

Justice




Rights of Women

British Institute of Human Rights
Law Centres Federation 

Shelter

Child Poverty Action Group 

Legal Action Group


Young Legal Aid Lawyers

2. The Alliance calls on the government to:

· Resource the whole legal aid scheme so that both civil and criminal work can operate within a realistic budget.  This means protecting the civil legal aid budget to stop it being used to cover rising expenditure on criminal legal aid.       
· Compensate the legal aid budget for the costs of new policies and initiatives. 

· Co-ordinate spending by government departments and local authorities on independent legal and advice services and oblige them to contribute appropriate funding.

· Review and Revise the eligibility criteria to ensure that people of limited means can access justice 

· Guarantee quality standards in publicly funded legal and advice services

· Provide co-ordinated funding for strategic and educational legal services (including test cases), social policy, law reform and other non-casework services



access to justice alliance














