
P R E S S  R E L E A S E 

ALLIANCE URGES SUPPORT FOR PARLIAMENTARY LOBBY ON MONDAY 19 MARCH
The Access to Justice Alliance (AJA), a coalition of leading organisations in the advice field, has agreed to support a lobby of Parliament on Monday 19 March.

Originally planned to focus on the changes in criminal legal aid services, the demonstration now aims to bring to the attention of MPs and others the impact the changes in legal aid will have on people with family and social welfare problems, as well as those facing criminal charges. The demonstration is to oppose the changes in legal aid that will have the effect of cutting services to some of the most poor and vulnerable people in society. 

Commenting, Alison Hannah, Chair of AJA said:

“We hope the demonstration will help raise awareness of the potential impact the Government’s reforms will have on access to justice. We fear that the current reforms will mean fewer people will be given legal advice, and that it will impact especially on those with complex needs. We are asking the government to step back and reconsider these proposals, especially the new funding system of fixed fees.” 
ENDS
Press contact Michael MacNeil:  mmacneil@lag.org.uk
Telephone: 020 7833 7435 (direct line)

NOTES TO EDITOR

1. Members of the Access to Justice Alliance include:

Advice UK



Citizens Advice 


Legal Aid Practitioners’ Group

Advice Services Alliance

Citizenship Foundation

Liberty


Age Concern (England)

Discrimination Law Association 
One Parent Families

Action against Medical Accidents
Haldane Society


Public Law Project


Bail for Immigration Detainees 

Justice




Rights of Women

British Institute of Human Rights
Law Centres Federation 

Shelter
2. The lobby will take place between 2:30pm and 5:30pm at Old Palace Yard, opposite the Houses of Parliament.
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