[image: image1.png]Legal Action Group

working with lawyers and advisers to promote equal access to justice




Press Release
20th August 

For immediate use

“Good that the government has recognised the importance of social welfare, but equality before the law comes at a price”- says LAG 

The Government has announced plans to make substantial cuts to the legal aid budget for criminal work, but has decided to maintain the budget for assisting people with civil legal problems caused by the recession. 

Responding to the proposals Steve Hynes*, Legal Action Group Director says,
“It is important that the Government has recognised the importance of maintaining the social welfare law budget. In these hard economic times many people are facing problems with housing, debt, employment and benefits. Timely advice can make a big difference to their lives.” 

“LAG believes that some savings can be made in Crown Court fees. An elite group of barristers and solicitors earn enormous sums from legal aid. A balance has to be struck though between reducing costs and retaining good quality advocates in the system as equality before the law comes at a price.”

“Last month the Government shelved plans to introduce competitive tendering for police station work after much criticism from LAG and other organisations. Instead of relying on competition the Government has now gone back to controlling costs by fixing the price for such work. Solicitors in London could be especially hard hit. Our concern is that gaps in cover could emerge if the price set is not sustainable.” 

In a consultation paper published today, (Legal Aid Funding Reforms) the Ministry of Justice has proposed-

· A up to 23% cut in advocacy fees in the Crown Court 
· A flat fee for all police station work ending the different fee structure in different areas 
· Ending duplication of fees for committals before trial 

· A cut the costs of experts reports 

The Legal Action Group is a self-financing educational charity which aims to provide greater knowledge of the law through its programme of publications and training for lawyers and advisors. LAG also undertakes policy research on access to justice issues particularly the public funding of legal services. We do not represent providers of legal aid, but are primarily concerned that the public has access to good quality publicly funded legal services.
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*Steve Hynes is the co-author with Jon Robins of “The Justice Gap: Whatever happened to legal aid?” a new book on legal aid policy published by LAG.

