
Criminal Fee Cuts Announced 

The Government estimate that £23 will be made in savings over the next year from cuts in criminal legal aid announced today. 

In response to the announcement Steve Hynes*, LAG’s Director, says,
“LAG knows that these cuts will hit some hard pressed firms, especially in London where the costs of undertaking police station cover can be higher due to delays and the diverse range of clients that need advice. However, these cuts could be seen as the least bad option if the cash saved can be used to prop up the civil legal aid budget which is creaking under the strain of increased demand caused by the recession.” 

“We are being told by legal aid lawyers that the LSC has run out of money for new civil cases. For £23m 115,000 more clients in debt or 132,000 more clients with housing problems could be helped. LAG will be seeking assurances that this money will not disappear back into the treasury’s coffers, but will be used to help people cope with the impact of the recession.”

A second consultation on reducing Crown Court and other higher court fees was also announced. 

“What to do about higher courts criminal legal aid costs is the really thorny problem the government faces. LAG believes the proposed 18% cut is completely unacceptable. Much like with the other cuts announced today though, we need to look at the least bad option. A rebalancing of costs away from the very high cost cases would seem to be the obvious choice,” says Steve Hynes. 

The cuts follow the proposals outlined in the consultation paper published in August “Legal Aid: funding reforms.”  The main proposals announced today are-

· Fees for police station work will be cut back in the areas the government describe as “the most expensive and oversubscribed”. -LAG understands that this could hit up to 160 areas. 

· One fixed fee will be paid for committal hearings. 

· The fee for file reviews in criminal cases will be end.

The Legal Action Group is a self-financing educational charity which aims to provide greater knowledge of the law through its programme of publications and training for lawyers and advisors. LAG also undertakes policy research on access to justice issues particularly the public funding of legal services. We do not represent providers of legal aid, but are primarily concerned that the public has access to good quality publicly funded legal services.

See LAG’s recent article- “Criminal legal aid cuts examined” 
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