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LEGAL AID

LAWYER

OF THE YEAR AWARDS

FINALIST 2010

The standard of entrants for the eighth Legal Aid Lawyer of
the Year (LALY) awards was exceptionally high, and the
finalists are announced below. The winners will be
presented with their awards by Cherie Booth QC at a
ceremony in central London this month.

The LALYs 2010 finalists

Family legal aid lawyer sponsored by Resolution

CHRISTINA BLACKLAWS
(Blacklaws Davis LLP, London)

Christina’s firm is London’s largest specialist
family practice. Christina is the child care
representative on the Law Society Council.
She represents the interests of family lawyers
and their clients with huge energy and
commitment and is also a respected author.

NINA HANSEN
(Freemans Solicitors, London)

Nina specialises in the challenging and
emotive area of international parental child
abduction. Her clients are often children
caught in bitter disputes between their
parents. Nina is praised for being ‘tactically
strong’ and having ‘a sound grasp of relevant
legal principles’.

Legal aid barrister sponsored by the Bar Council

STEPHEN COTTLE
(Garden Court Chambers, London)

Stephen is a member of his chambers’ Gypsy
and Traveller team and has been involved in
numerous landmark cases. One client, who
finally won full planning permission for her
site after a ten-year battle, says: ‘Mr Cottle is
our hero as well as the best barrister we have
met and please trust me when | say we have
now met a few ...’

MARK HENDERSON
(Doughty Street Chambers, London)

Mark is praised for his ‘agility of intellect and
encyclopaedic legal knowledge combined
with his forensic attention to detail’. As well
as being involved in key cases, he is also

a highly-respected author and an active
member of the Immigration Law
Practitioners’ Association.

DAVID JOCKELSON
(Miles & Partners, London)

David’s commitment to his clients is
described as ‘routinely exceptional’. Mrs
Justice Pauffley wrote about an ‘entrenched
and complex’ case, where David was able
to ‘provide advice of exceptional quality so
as to achieve a supremely child-focused,
consensus outcome’.

RABINDER SINGH QC
(Matrix, London)

Rabinder has been involved in many legal aid
cases, including those covering state
discrimination on grounds of race and
sexuality, murder and torture by British
troops in Iraq, anti-terrorism legislation and
refugee status. He is praised as being

the ‘consummate human rights and

public lawyer’.
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Mental health lawyer sponsored by Allen & Overy LLP

SOPHY MILES
(Miles & Partners, London)

Sophy’s nomination includes support from the
Official Solicitor. One barrister writes: ‘All of
us who work in legal aid know that there are a
handful of absolute stars who lead the rest of
us ... Sophy Miles is this person for mental
health and mental capacity.’ A client writes:

‘I am proud to say [she] is my solicitor.’

ANDREA SPYROU
(Duncan Lewis, London)

Andrea has a long-standing commitment to
mental health work. While at university, she
took up a part-time position as tribunal clerk
for the Mental Health Review Tribunal, and
also acts as associate hospital manager for
the East London Mental Health NHS Trust. She
continues to work tirelessly for her clients.

Young legal aid barrister sponsored by Irwin Mitchell LLP

ALISON PICKUP
(Doughty Street Chambers, London)

Alison works mainly in the area of immigration
and related areas of civil actions arising out
of immigration detention, asylum support and
community care, age disputes, mental health
and prison law. She is praised by solicitors
and support groups for her hard work,
commitment and professionalism.

ADAM STRAW
(Tooks Chambers, London)

Adam is one of the leading inquest lawyers in
the country. One solicitor says: ‘I genuinely
believe that Adam is outstanding.’ A client
writes: ‘At a time which proved to be the most
difficult of my entire life, Adam has given me
back the hope and belief that the law will
abide and justice will be served.’

RANJIT THALIWAL
(Thaliwal Bridge Solicitors, Leicester)

Ranijit has taken the firm he founded from
scratch in 2002 to its current position of
leading provider of mental health legal
services in Leicestershire. Over 97 per cent of
its work is in mental health and the firm is
highly regarded by clients, medical
professionals and fellow lawyers alike.

FELICITY THOMAS
(Westgate Chambers, Lewes)

Felicity is nominated by the charity Shelter for
her outstanding work in housing. She is
described as a ‘rare talent’. Felicity is praised
for her ability to communicate clearly and
persuasively and for making the client feel at
ease and an equal in court.

The panel of judges will also be making an award for Outstanding achievement, which is sponsored by Manches LLP.
The LALYs are organised by the Legal Aid Practitioners Group (LAPG). The principal sponsor of the 2010 awards is the Law Society and

Legal Action is the awards’ media partner. LAPG is grateful to all the sponsors of the LALYs.




